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KOI IN GOLD 
Dimensions: 18”w x 14”h 
Medium: Acrylic

THE KOI COLLECTION

Nature is living art that invites capture and expression. For some it inspires dance, song, poetry or simply,   
contemplation.  Art is my endeavor, to express and communicate an idea, a recollection or moving experience. I 
strive to capture the essence of my subject allowing my imagination to work in concert with the tools I hold. 

My Koi paintings are created in a realism style. They convey my love of their grace and beauty within a complex 
pond environment. Reflections of light on water, shadows, motion, colors and textures culminate into a kaleidoscope 
of dynamic arrangements. 

I choose linen as my ground material because of its smooth texture and dense weave. It welcomes layers of brushed 
expressions that, with patience and passion, comes to life on its ground. It is then, joyful. 

‘Art, inspired by creative expression, connects the artist and viewer when the essence of that expression is shared and 
the message received.’
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ARTIST STATEMENT

LITTLE ONES AND THEIR FRIENDS & IMAGES OF PLAY  
COLLECTIONS

Children embrace activities as simple as running free as a breeze, feeling the earth beneath their bare feet, loving the 
warmth of sunshine and watching raindrops streaming down a windowpane.  They are in harmony with nature, 
curious and amazed. 

Both collections are inspired by children and their love of playful adventures. They are simple, uncomplicated styles 
focusing on colors, places and things to do that encourage a smile while stirring the imagination. 

The Images of Play Collection is painted with acrylic on primed hardboard. The Little Ones Collection is painted with 
acrylics on canvas or linen. A painted outline of the background and subjects, using my earlier sketch as a guideline, is 
then filled with colors that are mixed for a clear, playful presentation. 

For many years I provided interior planning and design for hospitals and pediatric areas where I focused on creating 
happy environments for children, their families and staff. Combined with personal travels and visiting many cultures, 
my embrace of art for children remains a joy for me to create.

Rock Climbing with Friends 
Dimensions: 14”w x 18”h 
Medium: Acrylic on Gessobord

mailto:nancyk@nancykarmstrongart.com
mailto:nancyk@nancykarmstrongart.com


KOI  COLLECTION
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KOI II

Dimensions: 41.5”w x 37”h
Medium: Acrylic on Linen



Koi VII

Medium: Acrylic on Linen
Dimensions: 51” w x 44.25” h
Completed December, 2015

“Reflections transform light, color, and shapes into complex arrangements that fascinate and capture.”
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BLUE KOI-KOI X

Dimensions: 49”h x 53”w
Medium: Acrylic on Linen
Completed January, 2019

Extraordinary Blue Koi display their color as if mimicking reflections of the sky!
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A.

B. C.

KOI IV, V, VI Triptych

A & C-KOI IV & VI: 22”w x 26”h x 1” museum wrap
B-KOI V: 72”w x 26”h x 1” museum wrap. 
Medium: Acrylic on Linen

The Koi pond with its veil of light and rippling reflections invites a lingering fascination.
Elements that draws one to touch, to witness living art while listening to the sounds that are its accompaniment.

My goal for this painting was to capture the life and essence of the koi pond. Vibrant color, depth, and movement expresses the
magnetic appeal to water and life within. 

Completed 2014
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Koi VIII

Medium: Acrylic on Linen
Dimensions: 49” w x 53” h

A Grande Kaleidoscope of colors, shapes & textures that dance with reflections of light. 

Completed: 2016
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GALLERY COLLECTION
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Rainbow Under the Canopy

Dimensions: 34”w x 43”h
Medium: Acrylic on Linen



Tidepool Treasures

Dimensions: 14”w x 20”h
Medium: Acrylic on Hardboard
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IMAGES OF PLAY COLLECTION



 

NANCY K. ARMSTRONG 
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Boise, ID 83706 

BIOGRAPHY 

Nancy K. Armstrong has, since a youth, been connected to the beauty and wonders of  mountains, deserts, lakes and rivers of  
her native Idaho. The natural environment inspired and gave impetus to design and art throughout her life endeavors.  She began her art 
studies at the College of  Idaho, turning to private art instructions and workshops to focus on technique. Throughout the years art became 
an integral part of  opportunities that would follow.  

A fine women’s clothing business, started and owned by her mother, strongly influenced Armstrong’s future. Knowledge of  textiles, 
fashion, buying and merchandising led to an offer as a design consultant position for a fine furnishings business. For the next 2 years she 
developed her space planning skills while coordinating colors, textiles, furnishing and accessories into an art form for clients homes and 
offices. Her sophisticated, creative perspective produced meaningful living and working environments. 

Armstrong’s art was by now being displayed in a local gallery.  An architect, who attended the showing, was designing a hospital in Boise, 
Idaho.  He commissioned Armstrong to create fourteen graphic works of  art for a corporate office building in Evanston, Illinois. 
Armstrong, successfully, completed the hard lined graphic designs for a prominent display within the office building public areas. She 
continued with an internship where she honed her drafting skills while being introduced to the multi-faceted health care design industry. 
These experiences became the impetus for Armstrong’s interest in healthcare facility interior design. It would evolve into her namesake 
business, Armstrong Planning and Design, started in 1983. 

Art has been an integral part of  her professional experiences. The many years involved in healthcare design and planning required 
sensitivity and awareness of  the diverse functions within health care facilities. Her goal included creating elements into thematic designs to 
achieve unified and calming environments for patients and their families. Art, color and creative theme to delight young patients in 
Pediatric areas were incorporated. Armstrong soon offered her products for national distribution to the healthcare industry. Her 
contributions are recognized with design awards and publications.  

Armstrong creates two art styles. The first is influenced by nature including, The Koi Collection. It was inspired by her fascination and love 
of  the Japanese Koi and their environment. An overhead perspective expresses the way she views their grace. Each painting presents 
elements and reflections that capture the essence of  a pond in a moment of  time. The dynamics of  color, light, texture and motion result 
in an expression of  her perceptions. 

The second style, was created during her hospital facility design profession and also influenced by travels during this era. Little 
Ones and Their Friends Collections, a colorful, pointillist style would became the underpinning for the design theme of  a Children’s 
Hospital. Dimensional art, signs and other functional elements incorporated the influences derived from her art. Armstrong’s art inspired 
themes that captured the joys of  childhood.  It is a playful, uncomplicated style inspired by childhood memories, to encourage smiles from 
children and the young at heart. Examples; Images of  Play Collection and The Little Ones & Their Friends Collection. 

Armstrong’s developing portfolio reflects a lifetime dedicated to art. Her creative history exemplifies passion, joy, vision, perceptiveness 
and determination to accomplish her goals. Armstrong’s imagination, commitment and patience have culminated into a history of  notable 
accomplishments. 

Art, inspired by creative expression, connects the artist and viewer when the essence of  that expression is shared and the message 
received.’—- Nancy K. Armstrong 

Email:  nancyk@nancykarmstrongart.com                    www.nancykarmstrongart.com                                    Ph: 208-850-2881
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